In vitro exposure of ovine ova to (Brucella abortus ).
Fifty-three zona pellucida-intact ova were collected surgically from superovulated, Brucella -free mixed-breed ewes. Groups containing two to seven ova were incubated in medium containing Brucella abortus . All groups of ova were then washed 10 times, and ova and sequential washes were cultured for the isolation of B. abortus . Brucella were not found beyond the fifth wash for any group of ova, but were isolated from one of 12 groups of ova. Results indicate that mechanical washing in the absence of antibiotics is advantageous, but alone, is not totally reliable for removing B. abortus from exposed, zona pelucida-intact ovine ova.